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ABSTRACT 

Absence is the contemporary protagonist in the metropolis. Nevertheless, no author has attempted to interpret a concrete 

metropolis from this point of view, examining the circumstances in which unoccupied spaces occur, even when such spaces 

have been latent in conventional urban planning readings based on occupied space. Such a premise is true of Lisbon, 

which is formed around a large unoccupied central space: the Tagus Estuary.   

Initially, progressive knowledge of the metropolitan formation of Lisbon (ETSAB-UPC, Barcelona), has made it possible to 

describe and classify unoccupied space at every stage. Analysis of each period showed a territorial structure under 

construction, from its foundation to its current status as part of a supra-metropolitan formation. 

As part of an ongoing research (FA-UTL, Lisboa|ETSAB-UPC, Barcelona), two additional important premises have been 

defined:  

• The potential of unoccupied spaces as instruments for urban control;  

• A case study which revealed a certain degree of future impact or an emerging transformation. For this, the 

following natural and urban areas that are still unoccupied but which will house major infrastructures in the near 

future were selected: the New International Airport of Lisbon, the International TGV, and a new local skeleton 

network formed by a metropolitan tramway.  

This interpretation may lead to an improved and more sustainable method of urban control and before that to a new 

concept of urban design.  
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