8th Biennale of European Towns and Town-Planners

30ième Rencontre Nationale des Agences d’Urbanisme

-Draft Program of plenary sessions (24.07.09)

Proposal taking into account the conclusions of the 19.06.09 PIWP Meeting and of the 01.07.09 FNAU Managers’ Meeting

Opening and closing plenary sessions will be moderated by Stéphane BUGAT, free lance journalist who has already played this role in Toulouse and Le Havre FNAU “Rencontres“ (2007 and 2008). 

A) Opening Plenary Session (Thursday morning December 3)

The opening plenary session has to build up the framework of the Biennale, to present its main themes, to produce knowledge with experts and to get the reactions of politics and economic decision makers. It has to provide all participants with a good information about the topics of the Rencontre/Biennale and to create an attractive atmosphere.

First stage: Opening Speeches 

· The Mayor of Nancy or its representative
· the President of FNAU
· the President of ECTP 

Second stage: a round table about the stakes of the “European City“  

This stage could be focused on the existence (or not) of a « European City » model. It will gather experts and academic speakers around the following topics: 

· climate change and town planning, in view of  the World Climate Summit of Copenhagen (December 2009)
· Economic crisis and its consequences over development strategies of European Cities
· Demographic changes and their impacts on ageing and migrations in European Cities

It could be introduced by Christian VANDERMOTTEN, key-note speaker who intervened at the preparatory FNAU seminar (01.04.09).

 Among possible other key note speakers: 

· Lamia KAMAL-CHAOUI, Head of Urban Development Program at OECD
· Francis BEAUCIRE, professor at University Paris 1
· Emilio D’ALESSIO, deputy mayor of Ancona and Coordinator of the Italian “Local Agendas 21“ Program

Third Stage: European Cities and “World Economy“

The third stage of the opening plenary session will be focused on the place of European Towns in “World Economy“. Since Renaissance, European Cities have provided the engines of the economic and trade revolution that, from Anvers to Genova and from Venice to Amsterdam and London, has made Europe the heart of the world. The situation has drastically changed since that time and European Towns do not own any more a monopoly on “World Economy“. How do they face globalisation and how do they act compared to the “global cities” that dominate to day the world economy?

This round table could be introduced by Saskia SASSEN, sociologist and economist, expert in globalisation and global cities. She is also professor at Columbia University. 

Following this introduction, a debate will be organised between economic and politic leaders: Gilllaume PÉPY, president of SNCF (French Railway company), Patrick JANSSENS, mayor of Anvers, Gérard COLLOMB, mayor of Lyon, Petra ROTH, mayor of Frankfort and president of the German Cities and Regions association… 

B) Closing plenary session (Friday afternoon, December 4)

First Stage: a report about the Rencontre/Biennale works 

A  report about  the workshops and the visits will be proposed. Michèle TRANDA-PITTION, professor at the École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL), could be entrusted with this task she has already taken in charge in Toulouse in 2007 on the occasion of the  28th FNAU Rencontre. 

Second Stage:  a round table about “the answers of European Cities “
Facing all on going changes, how do European Cities react? Which concrete answers do they propose to the economic, climate, demographic and social stakes they have to cope with? How do they cooperate with the economic actors? On which planning strategies and governance tools do they rely to cross the difficult present times? 

The closing round table would gather mayors of large European Cities: Daniel DELAVEAU (Rennes), Antoine RUFENACHT (Le Havre), a representative of EUROCITIES association, a planner-designer (David MANGIN, French 2008 Grand Prix de l’Urbanisme), the head of a world company (Clara GAYMARD, General Electric France), 

A presentation of the “reference framework for a sustainable European City“, presently prepared in the followings of the French EU presidency, could be proposed in this occasion 

Third Stage: Closing Speeches
· a delegate of the planner association that will accommodate the 9th Biennale in 2011, with the mayor of the host city
· André ROSSINOT, President of FNAU
· Jean Louis BORLOO, French Minister of Sustainable Development (MEEDDM), 
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